Abstract-Recent changes in the political atmosphere between Taiwan and Mainland China has led to the lifting of the long-time ban on recruiting Chinese students to study in Taiwan. In September of 2011, more than 900 Chinese students were admitted as degree-seekers to study in Taiwan universities. While, the number of short-term exchange programs numbered by the thousands. In light of the current changes from internationalization to cross-straitization; the phenomenal changes in policies that deals with Taiwan and Mainland China, this presentation shall seeks to understand the various pushpull factors and implications with regards to the Chinese students studying in Taiwan.
I. INTRODUCTION
For the past two decades, Taiwan's higher education institutions have been embracing the concept of internationalization [1] , [2] . Until recently the patterns of cross-mobility in Taiwan reflected traditional trends; large numbers of Taiwanese university students studied in the United States (US) and the United Kingdom (UK), while very few incoming international students chose to study in Taiwan. However, in August of 2010, in response to closer cross-strait ties between Taiwan and Mainland China; the government lifted the ban on recruiting Mainland Chinese students [3] . For the first time after the separation of Taiwan and China since 1949, more than 900 Chinese students were admitted as degree-seekers to Taiwan in September of 2011 [4] , [5] .
The unique model of cross-straitization is prioritizes on cultural and educational exchanges [3] . Within such model, acceptable forms of communication based on mutual respect and understanding are being accomplished. More importantly, cross-straitization is a channel to facilitate Taiwan's sustainable coexistence with China and the rest of the world [6] .
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seems to create a barrier in attracting Chinese students.
Such as: a.) Once their student identity is forfeited, they must leave the country within 10 days; b.) Once their studies are completed, they must leave within a month of graduation; and c.) Students cannot study in classes, majors, or fields related to national security, just to name a few [7] .
In the US, the number of mainland Chinese students enrolled in US universities is currently at an all-time high [8] . However, in Taiwan the number of Chinese students studying degree programs is much lower than the expected 2000 quota. In a recent statistics, Kuo [9] reported that around 20% of the 56,000 international students in Taiwan are mainland Chinese students who are on short term studies. Private schools were unsatisfied with this number, saying that there are simply too many legal restrictions. Currently, the number of mainland Chinese students in Taiwan is limited only to 2% of a university's total enrollment. While, public (national) universities are only permitted to accept graduate students [5] . The entity of Taiwan universities as both the mediators and reactors of the mainland Chinese students is a critical area of debate and investigation. Yet to date empirical studies examining factors within the Taiwan context are limited.
In light of the current changes from internationalization to cross-straitization (the changes in policies that deal with Taiwan and mainland China), this presentation shall seek to understand the various pull factors and implications with regards to the mainland Chinese students in Taiwan. It is noted that study abroad opens up opportunity to various insights and built-up necessary skills to interact with people who are different. More so, with the current emphasis on doing businesses in China, understanding how mainland Chinese students react in a new environment is a step towards better future cooperation. Lastly, it is understood that educational institutions provides the venue for study abroad that are quite important for opening up a range of opportunities in achieving social and economic mobility, securing employment, and developing future life skills.
A. Research Questions
With a primary objective of understanding the mainland Chinese students' perceived study experiences in Taiwan, initial research questions are generated as follows:  What are the basic demographical backgrounds of the students?  What are the differences in comparison to their home?  What are the students' acculturation difficulties?  What are the students' study experiences?  What are the students' push-pull factors in study abroad?
II. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK Internationalization; more specifically in the East Asian sector, has become a major drive force by most higher education systems in the region [10] . Recent policy initiatives dedicated to expanding the cross border mobility of both inbound and outbound students have been established being established. These initiatives have actually changed into the inter-regional exchanges as compared to the previous international ones.
Within the student mobility issues, a major research theory is identified with the push-pull framework [2] , [11] - [16] . Suggesting that international students goes through a series of developmental stages of decision making, which starts from the commitments to study internationally and ending with the selection of host institutions. More specifically, push factors are defined as the conditions in home nations that engender interest in university education beyond national borders. While, the Pull factors are said to be the how a host country could attract international students in studying at a particular university [17] .
In a study by Roberts et al. [16] shows that the typical pull factors for international students in Taiwan are mostly related to the scholarship availability and together with the opportunity to study in a Mandarin Chinese language program provided to the students. Furthermore, in a wider follow-up study, Chou et al. [2] uses a revised version of the survey by Roberts et al. [16] resulted in tabulating the major pull factor as the word of mouth recommendations made by the international students' friends. Such result notes that when an international student is exposed to positive experiences, these experiences can be later translated into free advertisement. However, with the current issues for the mainland Chinese students; the study seeks to determine if whether the previous results from the international students' perception will also be true for the Chinese students.
In sum, the utility of the push-pull framework defined international students as a homogenized group rather than as clusters of individuals who have significant differences between and within their nationalities, hence, within the notion of cross-straitization; wherein the students are also of the same Chinese ethnicity, results should open up new variations within the paradigm.
III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

A. Research Design
This study employed the descriptive research paradigm; a qualitative research that is concerned with how something that exists is related to some preceding event that has influenced or affected a present condition or event [18] .
B. Participants and Research Process
The survey was done in two folds, 1 st phase is for the short-term mainland Chinese students (students who are in Taiwan for only a semester to a maximum of 1 year) and 2 nd phase for the degree seeking mainland Chinese students. A revised version of the Chou et al. [2] survey was distributed to all the mainland Chinese students starting September 2011 until February 2012. A total of 415 valid respondents for the short-term mainland Chinese students and a total of 395 valid respondents for the degree seeking mainland Chinese students was collected and analyzed. Besides the demographic information asked, the survey consists of the following sections: study goals, study experiences, perceived characteristics of Taiwanese people, and personal reactions (open ended). Cronbach validity for the 1 st phase is .95 and .90 for the 2 nd phase, which are considered quite reliable [19] , [20] . Table I shows the various demographical backgrounds of the participants. Within both degree seeking and short-term study program students; the number of female students is much higher than their male counterparts. As for the courses of study, Business and Management Courses still ranks the highest with around 27% of the 810 total participants. This is followed by Engineering Courses with 17% and Law, Languages, and Broadcast Media with 16%. For the level of study, as expected more graduate students are enrolled in a degree seeking program, while short-term study program involves more undergraduate students. As for the major source locations of the Mainland Chinese students, Table II shows that Fujian province ranks the highest due to its close similarity to the local Taiwanese Table III. Table III shows that most exchange students stays for 1 semester. 
IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
A. Demographical Backgrounds of the Chinese Students
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B. Comparative Differences from Studying in Taiwan
For the comparative differences among the study experiences between the time their at home and in Taiwan, students were asked regarding their comments regarding the source of school information and their monthly expenditures. Table 4 states that students would actively check the websites of Taiwan universities. This is quite useful since most websites are quite extensively maintained. However, as compared to previous studies with international students (non-Chinese speaking); results in previous studies show that the English websites of Taiwan universities needs to be updated and maintained [21] . This clearly indicates a difference that is of importance.
For their choice host institutions, most mainland Chinese students would look into the websites of Taiwan universities and then decides which university to go to. It is quite interesting that some of the degree seeking students, tends to rely on other websites and internet resources (such as: discussion forums) for information.
Besides the websites, students who participated in the short-term exchange programs would get their information from their schools. In addition, to a surprise student also gets information from their parents. As later compared with the major source of financial supports, which is from their parents (shown in Table V) . Results are justifiable, since the parents are the major source of support, they are quite concern to where their children will study. When asked regarding their perceived monthly expenditures, Table VI shows that most students mentioned their expenses are just similar to that of their home country. Result indicates that this pull factor is not that enticing as compared to the notion of affordable livelihood while studying. 
C. Acculturation Difficulties
With regards to the difficulties and problems faced before and after studying in Taiwan, Table VII and VIII shows the breakdown of the major results gathered from the degree seeking students. The top difficulties as mentioned by the students are namely: getting accustomed to the Local Taiwanese dialect, Transportation -getting around Taiwan, Political atmosphere, Home sickness, Cultural differences, Weather -getting accustomed to the weather, Taiwanese society in general -how people go about with their life, and Food. In addition, besides the strict requirements in Mainland China; individual VISA applications for degree seeking students are the main barrier to smooth study abroad application. 
D. Study Experiences
In the section regarding the mainland Chinese students' study goals, Table IX shows that the short-term exchange students agrees that their main reason for coming to Taiwan is to experience a culture different from their own with 93%. This is then followed by experience local Taiwanese culture with 90%, increased learning experiences with 73%, and increased personal competencies with 68%.
With regards to the students' study experiences, major issues being discussed with local Taiwanese students are issues regarding curriculum program and studies (61% -short-term students, 65% -degree seeking students) and places to visit in Taiwan (85% -short-term students, 55% -degree seeking students). Further implications are also provided on the various perceptions provided by the mainland Chinese students (as shown in Tables X to XIII). 
E. Push-Pull Factors
As for the gains (pull factors) of studying in Taiwan, Table  XIV shows that students mentioned various issues with the understanding of Taiwan as the main advantage. One interesting gain is the notion of travel planning, students while studying in Taiwan tends to travel around the island. Furthermore, with the variety of travel options students spends a lot of time planning for their trips.
For the negative (push) factors, students mentioned the following: too many restrictions (part-time job, course of study), lack of opportunities to apply for Taiwan scholarship, misconception towards Mainland Chinese students, not much activities geared towards Mainland China (mostly focused on Western countries), and the need to help broadens the local students notion of Mainland Chinese students (positive issues). With regards to the overall experience of studying in Taiwan, Table XV shows that the participants from both degree and short-term program all noted positive experiences. Moreover, above average expectations are noted on issues such as the value for money and supports of local school administrations. Comparison with the degree seeking and short-term program students shows that the latter noted a much higher expectation rating than the former on most of the issues. In sum, results show that besides knowing the culture first hand, the mainland Chinese students' major pull factors are the opportunity to travel and experience life in Taiwan, various curriculum programs availability, numerous cultural related activities, shopping experiences, and healthy lifestyle. As for their perception on Taiwan, Chinese students prefer the warm, courteous, and helpful attitudes of Taiwanese people in general. One interesting finding is that almost all of the mainland Chinese students are in Taiwan by their own expense. Such finding is actually contrary to the previous practice with the western counterparts; wherein quite a number of international students are in Taiwan with scholarships.
V. CONCLUSION
The main objective of this study is to understand the various pull factors and implications with regards to the mainland Chinese students studying in Taiwan. It is noted that participating in a study abroad program can lead to various insights and built-up necessary skills to interact with people who are different. More so, with the current emphasis on doing businesses in China, understanding how mainland Chinese students react in a new environment is a step towards better future cooperation. In essence, this study shall provide new insights in the paradigm shifts from internationalization into a cross-straitization of higher education institutions in Taiwan.
